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PANIC FOR ORGANIC 
The Devolution of Organic Farming 
Organic movement stemmed from the 
food based counter-culture of the 1960s 
Rejection of agrochemicals was a 
rejection of the 1960s war machine   
Sought to establish alternative modes of 
production, distribution, and consumption 
(Pollan  2016, 136-139) 
Origins of Organic Assumptions
Government 
Biological to Philosophical Sustainability
Free range, humanely raised, range 
fed, cage free, local, and natural are 
NOT synonymous with organic.  
Organic has not been proven to have 
more nutritional benefits than 
conventional agriculture (Miller 2014) 
"Under government rules, "organic" food may be 
grown or processed with the aid of synthetic 
substances, as long as those chemicals have been 
deemed essential" (McEvoy 2012)  
The National Organic Standards Board is more 
polarized than ever before, swaying towards the 
needs of corporate agribusiness members 
75% of U.S. families make an effort to buy organic 
Organic marketing campaigns have focused on 
connecting consumers to food through the 
"supermarket pastoral", allowing consumers to 
create the story of food (Pollan 2016, 137) 
In reality, most organic livestock and produce 
farms mirror their conventional counterparts  
Farm to plate is an average of 1,500 miles apart by air 
travel (NRDC 2007) 
The United States doubled their produce imports from 
2002-2006 (USDA ERS 2017)
The average meal for a U.S. family contains ingredients 
from 5 different countries (NRDC 2007) 
Crop yields are 20-50% lower than their conventional 
counterparts (Miller 2014)
Converting all food production to organic farming would 
increase deforstation by 15% (McBride 2015)
Today's Big Organic
Buying organic makes up 5.3%, or $43 billion, of total food sales in the United States 
 Only 1.6% of organic sales go directly from the farm to the consumer (USDA ERS 2017)
The 2008 Farm Act increased government subsides for large-scale organic faming based 
on consumer demand (Greene 2009)
In 1995, there were 81 major organic brands; today, these brands have become 
subsidiaries of 15 multinational corporations (Howard n.d)
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